
 

at http://
vacelticfestival.com.   

The fall will also see 
the return of Dr. John 
Gordon, who will 
speak on the “Great 
Famine” and the im-
pact on Irish emigra-
tion. We will probably 
schedule his presenta-
tion for early Novem-
ber. Thanks to Brother 
Dan Harington for his 
work with Dr. Gordon.   

Finally, we need to 
keep on the lookout for 
opportunities to invite 
new members. We 
have had strong re-
cruiting efforts the past 
few years, and many 
good Irishmen need 
only an invitation to 
join us. Be welcoming 
to all the future mem-
bers we will meet. 

.   

 
Until next we meet, 
Sláinte! 
 .   
 

 

 

April is always a good 
breather after the mad 
run up to the Church 
Hill Irish Festival – and 
the raffle sales that go 
along with it.  As May 
leads in to summer 
with school graduation, 
I will be absent from 
this month’s meeting 
to attend my nephew’s 
college graduation.   

We will have our usual 
meeting hiatus after 
June.  In some years, 
we have held a divi-
sion picnic over the 
summer. Please bring 
your ideas to this 
month’s meeting so we 
can gauge the interest 
for a summertime get-
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Meeting Schedule 

NEXT Business Meeting at 
St. Joseph’s Church on May 
12th, 2016 at 7 PM.  

Regular Monthly Busi-
ness Meetings are held 
at 7 PM on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month. 
No meetings are held 
during July and August. 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 

 

MATT DULLAGHAN 
 

together.  

Also this summer, the 
98th Biennial National 
Convention will con-
vene at Harrah’s Hotel 
& Casino in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, on 
July 12, 2016, with a 
reception on July 
11.  A block of room is 
available at Harrah’s, 
either via a link on the 
AOH website 
(www.aoh.com/
ac2016), or by phone 
(866-503-3904) with 
the reservation code 
SH07AH6.  The room 
rate is $126.98, includ-
ing fees and tax-
es.  Convention pack-
ages for the evening 
events and other infor-
mation is also availa-
ble online.  

Looking forward to the 
fall, please mark your 
calendars for the Cen-
tral Virginia Celtic Fes-
tival & Highland 
Games, scheduled for 
their usual venue, the 
Richmond Internation-
al Raceway, on Octo-
ber 22-23.  More infor-
mation is being posted 

Division Activities  

  

Prayer List 

Closing Thought 

 

Officers and Links  
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http://vacelticfestival.com
http://vacelticfestival.com
http://aoh.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77dd9d2a6d50e269893171e05&id=3db04abf39&e=f2ff5465b4
http://aoh.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77dd9d2a6d50e269893171e05&id=3db04abf39&e=f2ff5465b4
https://www.facebook.com/aohkelly
https://twitter.com/aohkelly
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AOH  Biennial Convention 
The 98th Biennial National Convention, will con-
vene at Harrah’s Hotel & Casino, 777 Harrah’s 
Blvd., Atlantic City, NJ 08401, on Tuesday, July 
12, 2016. Click here for further information. 

Division Picnic in July– Right now  in the 
planning stage: We’ll have further news at the 
next Meeting. 

Celtic Festival-October 22-23 at RIR 

Trip to Ireland Winners 

Winners of the annual raffle for a "Trip For Two To 
Ireland" were Dooley members Ed Rossmore 
(Grand Prize of $4,000) and Kevin Kitrick (our first 
ever '2nd prize' winner of $750). No information 
on the Third Place prize. 
 

German-American Dinner Dance 
Note that tickets will not be sold at the door. 

 
Hibernian Night at the Diamond 
All members are again invited to attend the 
Richmond Squirrels game on June 18th at  
the Diamond against Portland. 
A reminder to sign up will be sent later to 

check the level of interest. 

History Presentation- Professor John Gordon 
will speak on “The Great Hunger”; date and location 
to be announced, probably in November.  

Division Activities Top Sports in Ireland 

Gaelic  Football-Gaelic football and hurling have 

been arousing Irish passions for a long, long time. 
Football became 
popular as early 
as the 16th cen-
tury, when 
teams might 
have consisted 
of all the able-
bodied men of a 

town or parish. In those earliest days, the rather un-
organized game would begin between the two 
towns and end when one side had managed to 
force the ball across a line into the other's territory. 

The modern game plays like a mix of soccer and 
rugby. Fifteen-player teams battle across a pitch 
using a round ball slightly smaller than its soccer 
counterpart. The ball is carried for short distances, 
and passing is done with a kick or a "hand-pass," 
the ball struck with a hand or fist. The action is fast 
and furious, and play is rough. Protective equipment 
is nonexistent. 

Hurling - Hurling is older than the recorded history 
of Ireland. It predates Christianity 
and some believe it has Greek ori-
gins dating back more than 3,000 
years. It came to Ireland with the mi-
grating Celts. Hurling is related to 
the Scottish game of shinty, and is 
also similar to cammag on the Isle of 
Man. From early Irish mythology the 
tale of the Táin Bó Cuailgne tells of 
the hero Cú Chulainn playing hurl-
ing at Emain Macha, where he went 

to join the Red Branch Knights. Similar tales are 
told about Fionn Mac Cumhail and his legendary 
warrior band, the Fianna. The earliest written refer-
ences to the sport in Brehon Law date from the fifth 
century.  
As hurling entered the new millennium, it has re-
mained as one of Ireland's most popular sports and 
the inauguration of the Christy Ring Cup and Nicky 
Rackard Cup gave a new dimension to the hurling 
championships for counties not as strong as those 
in the top tier and the opportunity to play in the hal-
lowed grounds of Croke Park. 
Although hurling is second to Gaelic football in 
terms of numbers playing the sport it remains truly 
at favourite in the hearts of Irish people and a sym-
bol of their heritage. 

http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=77dd9d2a6d50e269893171e05&id=436ddb4679&e=c133e9544d
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CLOSING THOUGHT/PRAYER 

fires burn bright 

It shows us the way, the truth 
and the light 

Great Saint intercede, that we 
always may be 

Devoted and loyal true chil-
dren of our heavenly father 

And the Blessed Mother and 
thee  

Our faith and devotion be 
ever like thine 

Our thoughts be of Jesus, 
Our hearts, minds and souls 
be his shrine 

And when to the end of life’s 
path we have trod 

Be near and intercede for us 
great bishop of God 

Hail glorious Saint Patrick, 
we honor thy name 

Tho’ Erin may claim thee, the 
world knows thy fame 

The faith of our fathers is our 
treasure too 

How holy that faith that they 
learned from you 

Through crosses and trials its 

MAY 2016 EDITION           VOLUME 6, ISSUE 5 

PRAYER L IST AND IN MEMORIUM 

Home 

Prayer List 
Jim and Sherry Glover 

Matt McGuire’s father, Ed-
ward, diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s 

Mike McHugh’s son, Pat-
rick, doing well after his re-
cent hospitalization. 

Mike Dougherty and also 
his wife, Diana. Mike's 
daughter-in-law Gale, who 
has heart dsease and diabe-
tes; also Mike's brother-in-
law James Cramsie  

Brian McLaugh-
lin's parents Martin and 
MaryAnn. 

 
Rick Brennan's wife. 
Greg Riley's wife Sandra, 
recovering from surgery  

Frank King’s mother Em-
ma, who is 103 years old, 
having health issues 

George Rodenberg- 
Now in a nursing home 

Paul Kinnery-Recovering 
from a series of strokes 

Tony Meyer-Recovering 
from shoulder surgery and 
still in pain 

Kay Woods- 

 

In Memorium 
Irene McGee-Wife of Past 
President Michael McGee 
Yolanda Savelli-Sister of 
Diana Dougherty 
Emma King-mother of Past 
Pres. Frank King, at the 
age of 103. 
Stephen Dougherty, son 
of Mike and Diana 
Dougherty, died suddenly 
on Feb. 23, 2016 

 

God grant them eternal 

rest 

The Bright Flames of 
May 
by Cormac MacConnell  

It was a May Day that I 
remember well, a long 
time ago now, and I was 
wearing a pair of short 
trousers and the warm 
wood of the First Class 
desk was warm against 
the backs of my thighs 
and the Mahon twins 
were standing in front of 
the teacher, Miss Rooney. 
Oona was in floods of 

tears. Hughie was defiant, 
arms folded across his 
small gansied chest, but 
the tears were not too far 
away either. In between 
huge sucking kind of sobs 
Oona was looking deeply 
into her mother’s cloth 
shopping bag. 
 
To me it seemed to be 
filled with wadded pages 
of the local newspaper, 
The Fermanagh Herald, 
but everybody in the class 

already knew what was 
down in there and the 
terrible thing that had 
happened ten minutes 
earlier at Keenan’s Cross 
beside the school. 
 
"What ails you Oona at 
all?" asked Miss Rooney, 
tall, gentle, spinsterish, 
cardiganed, permed, and 
in her final year in the 
school as the Assistant 
Teacher. Oona was quite 
unable to answer. She 

looked deeply into the 
bag again and what she 
saw made her shudder all 
the way down to her wee 
sandals and the tears pat-
tered down on the wad-
ded newspaper.  
 

"Our Oona was running 
fast because we were late 
for school", said Hughie," 
and the Holy Lady just 
kinda jumped out of the 
bag by Herself and now 
the head… Continued 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/redirect.html?ie=UTF8&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FCormacs-Corner-Cormac-MacConnell%2Fdp%2F0970587708&tag=irishcultucus-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=9325
http://www.irishcultureandcustoms.com/ACalend/MayFlames.html


The Msgr. Charles Kelly, Jr. Division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians was 

formed in December, 2009 and conducted it’s first meeting on January 21, 

2010 at St. John Neumann Church, Powhatan, Virginia. The next few meet-

ings were taken up with election of officers and the many procedural items 

needed to get our group started. 

Since that time we continue to grow, adding new members and supporting 

and donating to Catholic schools and Churches in the area, in line with our 

commitment to Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity.  

2016 Division Officers 

President-Matthew Dullaghan 
mdullaghan@comcast.net 

Vice President-Mike McGee 
 Mikewoirene@verizon.net 

Treasurer-Bill Murphy 
wpmurphy5671@aol.com 

Recording Secretary-James Calpin 
jcalpin@verizon.net 

Financial Sec.-Conor Shiel 
catholicconor@aol.com 

Standing Committee-Mike Dougherty 
dianadougherty46@yahoo.com 

Marshall-Frank Flannagan 
msg1sg@verizon.net 

Sentinel-John Frampton 
firemedic45@comcast.net 

Compassion Committee-Mike Dougherty 
dianadougherty46@yahoo.com 
 

For Further Information: 

Editor: Dan Harrington 
Email: tizhimself@aohkelly.org 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER 

Take into consideration all 
those on our prayer list as 
well as those among the 
faithful departed. We are 
supporting the Knights of 
Columbus at St. John Neu-
mann parish with their ro-
sary tabulation ( one mil-
lion rosaries is the K of C 
goal).  As our past state 
president used to encour-

age us, "Pray the Rosary." 
We have a LOT to pray for 
and pray about.  In addition 
to those mentioned above 
we have a lot at stake in 
this upcoming election 
in November.  I hope the 
US Constitution and the 
part about religious free-
dom still applies.   
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AOH National Irish Museum-DC  

AOH Virginia The Wild Geese  

AOH Kelly Irish Times  

AOH Dooley Irish Echo  

Irish Culture and Customs Sew Fabulous Embroidery  

Ancient Order of Hibernians 

Msgr Charles A. Kelly, Jr. Division  

2480 Batterson Road 

Powhatan, VA 23139  
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