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Division President’s Message

Dennis Mulligan

President’s Message

Worthy Hibernian Brothers:

I'd like to start this message
by thanking you for voting
for me as your new Presi-
dent of the Msgr.Charles
A.Kelly Jr.Division.

| hope each of you had a very
good Christmas and New
Year's holiday with your
family,

We have elected a strong
slate of officers again this
year, who will be formally
installed at
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Our next meeting in .January

This year | will need your help to or-
ganize our annual membership drive.
| will talk about this very important
subject at our January meeting. Also,
Past President Jack Simila will bring
us up to date on the status of raffle
tickets.

The Church Hill Irisih Festival is
scheduled for the first weekend after
St. Patrick’s Day this year. There is no
information regarding the Central Vir-
ginia Celtic Festival Games at this
time.

For upcoming events:

January 12 Monthly membership
meeting, St. Joseph’s, 828 Buford
Road, Richmond, VA 23235

January 26 Fourth Thursday,
O'Toole’s Restaurant, 13919 Midlo-
thian Turnpike, Midlothian, VA 23114

January 28 State Board Meet-
ing, Father Corby Division, St. Mary of
Sorrows Worship Center, Fairfax

In Friendship, Unity and Christian
Charity,

Dennis Mulligan, President

Msgr. Charles A. Kelly Division
Ancient Order of Hibernians

Div. No. 44P001
mulligan.dennis@yahoo.com

Slainte mhaith agat!

Business Meetings

Regular Monthly Business Meetings
are held at 7 PM on the 2nd Thurs-
day of the month. No meetings are
held during July and August.

Meetings are held at:
St. Joseph’s Church
828 Buford Road

Richmond, VA 23235

2023 Business Meeting
Schedule:

Our next regular Division Meeting is
January 12, 2023

Socials at O'Toole’s Restaurant &
Pub, 13919 Midlothian Turnpike,
Midlothian, VA 23114 on the fourth
Thursday of each month starting at
5PM.

A Bit of Irish History

One theory of the origin of the term
"Black Irish" is that these people
were descendants of Spanish trad-
ers who settled in Ireland and even
descendants of the few Spanish
sailors who were washed up on the
west coast of Ireland after the dis-
aster of the Spanish Armada of
1588.

It is claimed that the Spanish mar-

ried into Irish society and created a
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

new class of Irish who were imme-
diately recognizable by their dark
hair and complexion. There is little
evidence to support this theory
and it is unlikely that any signifi-
cant number of Spanish soldiers
would have survived long in the
war-torn place that was 16th cen-
tury Ireland.

It is striking, though, how this tale
is very similar to the ancient Irish
legend of the Milesians who set-
tled in Ireland having traveled from
Spain.

The theory that the "Black Irish"
are descendants of any small for-
eign group that integrated with the
Irish and survived is unlikely. It
seems more likely that "Black Irish"
is a descriptive term rather than an
inherited characteristic that has
been applied to various categories
of Irish people over the centuries.

One such example is that of the
hundreds of thousands of Irish
peasants who emigrated to Ameri-
ca after the Great Famine of 1845
to 1849. 1847 was known as
"black 47." The potato blight which
destroyed the main source of sus-
tenance turned the vital food
black. It is possible that the arrival
of large numbers of Irish after the
famine into America, Canada, Aus-
tralia, and beyond resulted in their
being labeled as "black" in that
they escaped from this new kind of

black death.
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Immigrant groups throughout his-
tory have generally been treated
poorly by the indigenous popula-
tion (or by those who simply set-
tled first).

Derogatory names for immigrant
groups are legion and in the case
of those who left Ireland include
"Shanty Irish" and almost certainly
"Black Irish." It is also possible that
within the various Irish cultures
that became established in Ameri-
ca that there was a pecking order,
a class system that saw some of
their countrymen labeled as
"black."

The term "Black Irish" has also
been applied to the descendants
of Irish emigrants who settled in
the West Indies. It was also used in
Ireland by Catholics in Ulster Prov-
ince as a derogatory term to de-
scribe the Protestant Planters.

While it at various stages was al-
most certainly used as an insult,
the term "Black Irish" has emerged
in recent times as a virtual badge
of honor among some descend-
ants of immigrants. It is unlikely
that the exact origin of the term
will ever be known and it is also
likely that it has had a number of
different iterations, depending on
the historical context. It remains,
therefore, a descriptive term used
for many purposes, rather than a
reference to an actual class of
people who may have survived the
centuries.
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All items brought to you by the AOH's
official parter, Keltex Imprinted Apparel

Keltex is happy to announce our partnership with the
AOH National Board to provide quality merchandise
to members throughout the country.

Celebrate Your Brotherhood!
We offer custom quantity discounts for your division!

Visit aohapparel.com



https://aohapparel.com/
http://www.aohapparel.com
http://www.aohapparel.com
http://www.aohapparel.com
http://www.aohapparel.com
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/new-facts-about-great-famine-emigration-out-of-ireland-revealed-139540423-237788421
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Irish American Society History Activities

The Richmond Irish American Society will have a meet-
ing on 1/28/2023 at Holy Comforter Church,4819 Mon-
ument Ave(Monument and Staples Mill on the corner)
at TPM to discuss the Northern Ireland City of Derry, its
rich history and culture. Refreshments will be provided
along with a slide show. Meetings are open to all inter-
ested parties.

the once predominately-Protestant east bank of the city to
the mostly-Catholic west.

Brother Mike Dougherty
passed away on August
6th. Mike was the Com-
passion Committee and
Standing Committee
Chairman of the AOH
Kelly Division for many

years.
Diana says, “He was a Wonderful Hus-
band" and she misses him dearly! Diana
wanted all of us to know how much our

Prayers and contributions meant to her.
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New update from Jack Simila about his wife’s
Carol’s condition:

Carol is doing exceptionally well. Her short
term memory is greatly improved, too, as well
as her physical recovery.

Thanks for all your prayers.

Please continue to hold Carol in your thoughts
and prayers. They’re working!

Dan Harrington-Being treated for Lukemia.
Also, slowly recovering from COVID but with a
few post-recovery issues.
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2023 Division Officers

President-Dennis Mulligan
mullighan.dennis@yahoo.com

Vice President- (Vacant}

Treasurer-John Frampton
firemedic45@comcast.net

Recording Secretary-Mike Norton
mnortonstn@aol.com

Financial Secretary-Larry Kelly

ilkelly1@verizon.net

Standing/Compassion Comm.-Sonny
Dorish
fmdorish@yahoo.com

Marshal-Bob Cavanaugh
bobcavanaughnmb@gmail.com

Sentinel-Jim Dunn

Webmaster-Dan Harrington
joydan1073@verizon.net

Contact us at:

Ancient Order of Hibernians
Msgr. Charles A. Kelly, Jr. Division
2480 Batterson Road

Powhatan, VA 23139

Email:
tizhmslf@agmail.com

Website:
www.aohkelly.org
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QUSISISISISISI
‘)Q Our Division History

(/Q The Msgr. Charles Kelly, Jr. Division of the An-
@ cient Order of Hibernians was formed in De-
@ cember, 2009 and conducted it's first meeting

8 on January 21, 2010 at St. John Neumann
Church, Powhatan, Virginia. The next few
@ meetings were taken up with election of offic-

ers and the many procedural items needed to

@ get our group started.
®

b Since that time we continue to grow, adding
/\ new members and supporting and donating to
® Catholic schools and Churches in the area, in
IPa] line with our commitment to Friendship, Unity

®

‘% and Christian Charity.
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